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Compounds 1 – 3 feature 
unanticipated intramolecular 
Au····π(aryl) interactions. 
Theory shows these 
interactions provide energies 
of stabilisation greater than 
12 kcal mol-1 compared to 
putative Au···O interactions. 
Compounds 1 – 3 exhibited, 
predominantly, a bactericidal 
effect on Gram-positive (1 –
3) and Gram-negative (only 
1) pathogens.
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